
 
2017 LEGISLATIVE SESSION - WEEK 7 

April 17-21, 2017 
 

Although there were long days and nights of both 
lawmaking and personal drama in the full week following 
the Passover and Easter break, there were no major 
changes to the pending issues directly impacting the state 
universities in Week 7. Many bills we have been strongly 
promoting, and those we are closely monitoring, continued 
to move through the process fairly rapidly. 
 
State Budget 
With the two chambers having passed their budgets, 
lawmakers have to settle or move closer to agreeing on 
some major issues so the leaders can make funding 
allocations for each sector of the state budget.  
 
Once allocations are made, the budget conferees are 
announced and the official conference negotiations begin. 
The regular session must end by midnight on Friday, May 
5th with much of that last week needed for the budget to 
“cool” for the required 72 hours before each chamber can 
finally approve it. Thus, lawmakers basically have one 
week and a long weekend remaining to reach agreement 
on budget issues in order to finish on time. 
 
Update on Legislation 
The following bills were taken up and approved by the 
House of Representatives on Thursday of Week 7. 
 
HB 7057 Civic Literacy 
To bolster civics instruction in Florida and prepare 
students to be civically engaged, knowledgeable adults, the 
bill, among other requirements: 
• Requires students entering a Florida College System or 

State University System institution in 2018-2019 or 
thereafter to demonstrate competence in civic literacy 
either through a general education civics course or by 
passing an assessment adopted by the State Board of 
Education (SBE) or the Board of Governors (BOG); and 

• Requires the chairs of the SBE and BOG to jointly 
appoint a faculty committee to (1) develop a new 
course in civic literacy or revise an existing general 
education core course in American Government or 
American History to include civic literacy, and (2) 
establish competencies and identify outcomes for the 
course. 

 

The bill now specifies that the joint faculty committee may 
revise an existing general education core course in 
American History or American Government to include 
civic literacy for the purpose of demonstrating competence 
in civic literacy at a state college or state university. The bill 
takes effect July 1, 2017. 
 
The Senate Appropriations Committee is scheduled to hear 
its companion bill (SB 1710) in Week 8. The Senate bill has 
also been referred to the Senate Rules Committee before 
going to the floor. 
 
SB 396 Student Loan Debt 
The House took up and passed the Senate bill, so this bill is 
now on its way to the Governor.  
 
The bill requires state universities to provide information 
regarding student loans annually to students. For the 
purposes of this requirement, “student loans” means 
federal loans disbursed to a student to pay for education-
related expenses. 
 
A state university that disburses state financial aid must 
provide the following up-to-date information annually to 
each student receiving student loans: 
• An estimate of the student’s total amount of borrowed 

student loans. 
• An estimate of the student’s total potential loan 

repayment amount associated with the total amount of 
student loans borrowed by the student. 

• An estimate of the student’s monthly loan repayment 
amount for the student’s total amount of borrowed 
student loans. 

• The percentage of the borrowing limit that the student 
has reached at the time the information is provided. 

 
The bill provides that an institution does not incur liability 
for providing the specified information. The bill takes 
effect July 1, 2017. 
 
HB 111 Teacher Certification 
The bill revises the requirements for a district professional 
development certification and educator competence  
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program. Under the bill, a temporary certificate holder 
who completes a Florida Department of Education (DOE) 
approved program and earns a highly effective rating will 
qualify for a renewable professional certificate without 
having to complete additional classwork or pass the 
Professional Education Test. 
 
The mentorship and induction activities must be provided 
for a teacher’s first year in the program and may be 
provided until the teacher attains his or her professional 
certificate. 
 
The bill requires the DOE to adopt standards for approving 
a professional development certification and educator 
competence program, including the mentorship and 
induction component. 
 
With respect to professional development, the bill allows 
mentoring activities, including serving as a mentor, to 
count towards a teacher’s in-service requirements for 
certification renewal. The bill requires professional 
development activities to provide training to mentors. The 
training must include components on teacher 
development, peer coaching, time management, and other 
related topics as determined by the DOE. The bill requires 
model professional development programs disseminated 
by the DOE to include effective mentorship activities to 
new teachers and training to mentors. 
 
The bill also streamlines the temporary certificate 
application process and revises provisions related to the 
expiration of a temporary certificate. 
 
The Senate companion bill still has two more committee 
stops.  
 
HB 501 Public Records/Meetings/Information 
Technology/Postsecondary Education Institutions 
This bill passed the House in Week 7 and its Senate 
companion (SB 110) has its last committee stop (Rules 
Committee) during Week 8, after which it will be ready for 
final passage. 
 
The bill provides that the following records held by a state 
university or Florida College System institution are 
confidential and exempt from public record requirements: 
• Records that identify detection, investigation, or 

response practices for suspected or confirmed 
information technology security incidents, including 
suspected or confirmed breaches, if the disclosure of 
such records would facilitate unauthorized access to or 
unauthorized modification, disclosure, or destruction 
of data or information or information technology 
resources; and 

• Those portions of risk assessments, evaluations, audits, 
and other reports of the university’s or institution’s 
information technology security program for its data, 
information, and information technology resources, if 

the disclosure of such records would facilitate 
unauthorized access to or unauthorized modification, 
disclosure, or destruction of data or information or 
information technology resources. 

 
The bill exempts from public meeting requirements those 
portions of a meeting that would reveal data or 
information that is made confidential and exempt by this 
bill. The meeting must be recorded and transcribed, but the 
recording and transcript of such a meeting must remain 
confidential and exempt from public disclosure. The bill 
provides that such confidential and exempt information 
must be provided to specified entities. 
 
SB 80 Public Records 
SB 80 has been approved by both chambers and is now on 
its way to the Governor. 
 
SB 80 generally requires a court to award attorney fees and 
enforcement costs in actions to enforce public records laws 
if the court determines that an agency unlawfully refused 
access to a public record and the plaintiff provided written 
notice identifying the public records request to an agency 
records custodian at least 5 business days before filing the 
action. 
The 5-day notice period excludes holidays and weekends. 
Advance written notice is not required if the agency does 
not prominently post contact information for its records 
custodian in the agency’s primary administrative building 
in which public records are kept and on the agency’s 
website, if the agency has a website. 
 
However, if the court determines that a plaintiff requested 
records or filed the enforcement action based on an 
improper purpose, the court must award reasonable costs 
and attorney fees against the plaintiff. An improper 
purpose is one in which a person requests records mainly 
to harass an agency, cause a violation of the public records 
law, or for frivolous purpose. 
 
The bill further specifies that monetary damages are not 
available in an action to enforce the public records laws. 
 
SB 1668 Use of State Funds 
SB 1668 passed the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee 
on General Government and has one more committee stop 
(Appropriations Committee) before making it to the floor.  
 
The travel provisions contained in this bill are also 
included in SB 880, which is on the agenda for the Senate 
Appropriations Committee meeting on April 25th. 
 
The bill provides a limitation on certain lodging expenses 
that may be reimbursed for a state agency or judicial 
branch employee. The bill authorizes such employees to 
expend their own funds on lodging expenses that exceed 
$150 per day. 
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SB 1668 prohibits the use of state funds for the purchase of 
alcoholic beverages and the purchase of food or beverages 
for certain state agency appreciation events, but this 
express prohibition is not included in SB 880. 
 
HB 1079 Public Records/Meetings/ Responses to Acts of 
Terrorism  
HB 1079 has passed the House and is on the calendar for 
consideration by the full Senate.  
 
The bill creates an exemption from public record and 
public meeting requirements for information associated 
with a campus emergency response of a public 
postsecondary educational institution. “Campus 
emergency response” is defined as a public postsecondary 
educational institution’s response to or plan for responding 
to an act of terrorism or other public safety crisis or 
emergency. 
 
Under the measure, any portion of a campus emergency 
response held by a public postsecondary educational 
institution, a state or local law enforcement agency, a 
county or municipal emergency management agency, the 
Executive Office of the Governor, the Department of 
Education, the Board of Governors of the State University 
System, or the Division of Emergency Management would 
be exempt from public record requirements.  
 
This exemption would apply to plans held by a custodial 
agency before, on, or after the effective date of the bill. The 
portion of a public meeting which would reveal 
information related to a campus emergency response 
would be exempt from public meeting requirements. 
 
Congratulations to Chris Warren! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The US Assure Club at EverBank Stadium was 
transformed into a lovely luncheon venue for the awards 
ceremony, and a table of Chris’s family and UNF friends 
gave a big SWOOP for Chris as he was recognized for this 
well-deserved recognition. 
 

 
 
 
If you would like an updated copy of the complete 2017 
Bill Tracking Chart, or for information regarding a 
particular bill or issue, please contact the Office of 
Governmental Affairs. 
 

 
 

Janet D. Owen 
Vice President 

Governmental Affairs 
Office: (904) 620-2500 
Cell: (904) 699-9750 

jowen@unf.edu 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Thursday, Chris Warren, 
UNF’s Director of 
Governmental Affairs, was 
recognized as one of the 
Jacksonville Business Journal’s 
“40 Under 40” – honoring the 
best and brightest rising stars 
in the First Coast community. 
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Looking Ahead to Week 8: 
 
Monday, April 24th 
2:00 p.m. House Education Committee 
HB 265 Computer Coding Instruction 
3:00 p.m. Senate Committee on Government Oversight and Accountability 
HB 7007 State Group Insurance Program 
SPB 7030 Retirement 
5:00 p.m. Senate Ethics & Elections Committee 
Confirmation Hearings: 
UNF Board of Trustees: Adam Hollingsworth 
 
Tuesday, April 25th 
9:00 a.m. Senate Appropriations Committee 
SB 880 Government Accountability 
SB 1468 Education 
SB 668 Postsecondary Distance Learning (SARA) 
SB 1310 State Employment 
SB 1710 Education 
2:00 p.m. House Rules Committee 
SB 328 Regulation of Nursing 
SB 914 Public Meetings 
SB 1252 Education 
SB 110 Public Records/Meetings Information Technology/Postsecondary Institutions 
 
Wednesday, April 26th 

10:00 a.m. Senate in Session 
10:00 a.m. House in Session 
 
Thursday, April 27th 
10:00 a.m. Senate in Session 
10:00 a.m. House in Session 
 
Friday, April 28th 
10:00 a.m. Senate in Session 
10:00 a.m. House in Session 


